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On Jan. 6, editor of Peru Paz and president of the Constitution and Society Institute (Instituto
Constitucion y Sociedad, ICS) Enrique Bernales told reporters in Lima that rebel-related violence
claimed the lives of only about half as many persons in 1993 as in the previous year. Bernales, a
leading analyst of political violence in Peru, said the death toll from political violence in 1993 was
1,692, an average of between four and five deaths per day, compared with the 1992 total of 3,101, of
between eight and nine per day.
According to Bernales, the total death toll from the rebel war, begun in 1980, stood at 27,236 as of the
end of 1993. According to Bernales, the country's primary rebel organization, Shining Path (Sendero
Luminoso), was responsible for 459 of the killings in 1993. The number of Sendero attacks during
the year, 1,306 an average of 3 to 4 attacks per day was about 20% less than the number of attacks in
1992.
Despite the drop in violence, Bernales indicated that, "as always, most of the victims of political
violence in Peru continue to be civilians peasants, members of rural defense militias, and
shantytown residents. Sendero will continue to lose fighting capacity, but the government will be
unable to wipe the rebels out." Bernales indicated that one factor contributing to the reduction in the
level of violence was the implementation of new legislation permitting rebels to be tried in military
courts.
According to an ICS report, this legislation led to the conviction of 827 persons on charges of
terrorism or treason during 1993, a five-fold increase over 1992. Under the new system, only about
one-third of those tried were found not-guilty, a dramatic turnaround from previous years when
most detained rebels were eventually released. Bernales says government security forces are now
more confident that arrested rebels will not be released by intimidated civilian judges, and are thus
curbing the practice of summarily executing detainees. Last year, about 80 detainees were forcibly
disappeared, the lowest number since 1980.
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